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Have Muzzled Dissent

ByIAN MASTERS

{ information 15 the oxy-
gen of democracy, the
Uruted States has just
been g:ssecd, not by
weapons oi mass de-
struction but by a weapon of
mass distraction
With George W Bush basking
in glorious ratines and Fox News
ciimbing In the ratings, we may
be moving toward a coronation
mnstead of a reel ety n 2004 1t
was, after all, Rupw,t Murdoch's
unilateral anointment of Bush as
the winner 1n ti © carly hours ot
the mormung anr the undecided
2000 election 1hu 10 Al Gore to
foolishly concede because he
and the other netwaorks believed
what they saw o Fox Television
Now the m.nage between a
government and Its volunteer in-

formation mn«trv has heen
consecrated by .l Dhlessed vie-
tory of “Operanr Iraqi Free-
dom,” the geoyr ~equivalent
ofanO.J. meei: ~llionaire”
wrapped Ln the

Totalitaria:. nies  don't
tolerate any ¢! m hetween
journalsm an-. canda, bus
i mosi deny s s unpree
edented for {h 1 o press to

abandon Josep: 1t ihzer for the
methods of Jouwe ' Mroebhels
Howdidabo  acun, family-

values admunistt it won et in hed
with a purveyor «f nesoaynv and
mayhem, (rash and titdlavon?

The common thicad, lor all the

pubbc p:ety, has to be the late
Lee Atwater, who was friend,
mentor and role model to
George V/ , Karl Rove and Roger
Adtles, the head hound 1n the Fox
pound of junkyard attack-dog
Journalism

This undemocratic econflu-
ence of pohties and propaganda
has long been in the making as
corporats media have been in-
crementelly empowered while
publbe winfluence, input and “mn-
ferest” hivve been eliminated.

The tiansformation of active
citizens into passtve consumers
was enabled by the Federal
Communications Commussion
under Ronald Reagan’s Mark
Fowler, who declared “the per-
ception of broadeasters as com-
munty trustees should be re-
placed by a view of broadcasters
as marke! place participants.”

Welcome to America, Mr
Murdoch You ean buy the amr-
waves anc, who knows, some day
the presicency

TV's Fix could not get away
with its shameless shilling for the
White House ('the Fatrness Doc-
tne were still in place, and ra-
dio’s Clezr Channel monopoly

.»1ld not he able to ummpose wall-

1o wall Linbaugh, Hannity and
Savage, etc, on the publbc if
hroadcasters were accountable
Lo pubbic opimon rather than the
dictates of plutocrats

How could it be that n the
land ot the free and the home of
the brave Americans are afraid

S-Ci—03

Media Monopolies

of opuruons? Where are the Tom
Paines, the Mark Twalns, the
Menckens, the Ida Tarbells?

Dissent has not gone away, 1t
has Just been marginahzed by
monopolies and relegated to the
interstices of the Intermet,

But the hammer 1s about to
drop on the Internet too Th
head of thie FCC. Michael Powe
wants to give away what's left of
the store to the broadband cablel)
and satellite providers and mak
them gatekeepers or tollbooths
on the information highway ’_':

It used to be that the Intemet
was accessed via 2 common ear-"y
Her, the phone company, but as‘fl
technology has moved forward,
these new unregulated medial
monopolies have increasing con- g
trol over the information pipe-_ﬁ
line Without regulation, they
have the abiity to choose what T
content they provide =

Two FCC commissioners T}
want to delay this hand-over and
encourage public debate, but the
pubiic 1s largely unaware of what
is at stake,

Obviousl . ' cdan't expecfTy
the Limbaughs O'Relliys angs

their bosses o1 1hetr presideni l.nU

the White H.-..» 1o give the
talking pourv - preserving dr%
versity ofop, . 1 while there is 875
tax cut to se’ e
S0 spea Anrere o Its

YOUF COUNLI® © v re Lour ame
waves May! s can pursulps
the Americuic Jtoam while you
are asleep, but 1 will be Loo Iate

to reclam :vu countin s hecni
dom when you wakeup T

Tan Masters 1+ the host of Hu-c?:
ground Brie/ing’ on KPFK-FM-—
(90.7) in Los Angeles. m
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he U, by allowing access : ,, :
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' “these Jdésé buég thidens ) ¢ @t&”ﬁ those u)’ﬁﬂ SHIl hede
JOIDS) rely m v news $Kor Liir bilduced infermatimn . We re/&L

on public debute 4w help ys make -iﬁougﬂﬁ,@lu( decleions when

Voting }')pwe@’; TV Qe WalRS Are |nCroasigly —he :ﬁaﬁfarm oF
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nCo ncernets [ rh +he \()\S-Jfﬁ’j) bac(c H?SME anh Interss @’H’ﬂ
S abizen, —They appear Consumed by “their gearch fo
proft and oo, . (Hthee & no law ww@d’us‘ﬁ%m Ture
Commertdlzaton, wyrde one. The necg%rg‘rrﬁ@%ﬂm@«l Pfe&de
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3 or 4 MNplies g6 media Companice 1h & Stadle” parkot.
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Thomas Gunther
732 Evans St.
Oshkosh, WI. 54901

’)f“,!?

A -

Oshkosh Northwestern a i
224 State St. N
Oshkosh, Wi. 54901

A Public Letter
Dear Reader:

Are you aware that the major media, talking heads and all, are lobbying the
Federal Communication Commission, a Federal Agency, to relax the “Broadcast
Ownership Rules” which prevent the Media Conglomerates from gaining
monopoly control.

Should the Media Moguls succeed in this attempt to stifle our right to express our
views by simply printing only those views which the media considers to be
“correct” and keep us uninformed which thing is happening today all across this
Nation. [t is another attempt, as was McCain/Feingold, to take away our First
Amendment Rights by not informing us.

You and | should be mightily disturbed at this tumn of events, and get off our
collective backsides and write, phone, E-mail or by whatever means, contact your
elected Representatives in both House, Senate, and FCC. You have rights And
obligations also.

=

/

Tom Gunther

cc Media
State Representatives
Fegeral Representatives
FCC ‘
445 12th Street, SW C\
Washington, DC 20554 C '

/



